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miſhoners from 
Presbyrerics , 
Burghes,and U- 
mvcrinites, now 
conveencd in 4 
full and free Aſ- 
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PROTESTATION 
of this Church, which had beene before in great pu- 
ritic to our uni pealuble comftorteſtabliſhed amongſt 
us, were moved to preſent many earneſt deſires and 
humble ſupplications to his ſacred Majettis, for gran- 
ting a free gencrall Aſſenbly, as the only legall and 
readie mene to try theſe innovations, to purge out 
the corruptions, and fertle the orderof the church, 
for the good of Religion, the honour of the King, 
and the comfort and peace of the Kirk and Ring- 
dome: It pleaſed his gracious Majeſtic, out of his 
Royall bountie, to direct unto this Kinzdome , tha 
Noble and Potcnt Lord, James Marques of Ham- 
milloun, with Commiſſion to hcareand redrefle the 
luſt grievances of the good Subjects, who by many 
petitiont. and frequent conferences , being ſully in- 
formed of the ablolute neceſhtic of a free genc tall 
Aſſemblie, as the only Judicatoric which had power 
to remedie thoſe cvils, was pleaſed to under2oe the 
paines of a voyage to Exzlard for preſenting the 
pitifull condition of our Church to his ſacred Ma. 
jeltic; And the ſaid Commiſhoner his Graceretur- 
ned againe in Auguſt laſt, with power to indict an 
Aſſembly, but —— andition of ſuch prelimitati. 
ons, as did both deſtroy the freedome of an Aſlem. 
blie , and could no waycs cure the pre ent di- 
ſcaſcs of this Church: which was made fo clearly 
apparent to his Grace, that for ſatisfying the tcaſo- 
nable deſire of the SubjeRs, groaning under the wea- 
rineſſe and prejudices of longſome attendance . Hee 
was againe plcaſcd rounder-take another journey to 
His Majeſtic, and promiſed to endeavour to obtaine 
a free Gencrall Aſſemblie, without any prelimitati. 
on, either of the conſtitution and m or mat- 
ters 
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tert to be treated, or manner, and oi der of ptocee- 
ding, ſo that if any queſtion ſhould ariſe concerring 
theſe particulars , the ſme ſhould bee cognolced , 
judged , and detetmincd by the Aſlemblie, as tlie 
oncly judge competcat: And zccordingly by war- 
rant from our Sacred Soveraigne, returned to this 
Kingdome, and in September laſt, cauſed indit a free 
Generall Aſlemblic, to be holden at Glaſgew, the 21. 
of November inſtant , to the unſpeakable joy of all 
good Subjects and Chriſtian hearts , who thereby 
did expect the perfcR lis faction of their long cx. 
peRationsz and the finall remedie of their preſſhng 
grievances: ut theſe hopes were ſoone blaſted : tor 
albeit the Aſtemblic did meet and begin at the ap- 
pointed dy, and hath hitherro continued, (ll aſſi. 
Ned with his Graccs perſonall preſence , yet His 
Grace hath never allowed any freedome to the Af» 
ſcmblie, competent to it by the Word of God, acts 
and practiſe of this cluirch, and his Majeſties Indi- 
Gion, bur hath laboured to teſtraine the ſame, by 
proteſting againſt allche acts macerherein,and againſt 
the conſtitution therot by ſuch mcmbers,2s by all law 
reaſon and cuſtome of this church were cver admitted 
in out free Aſſemblies, and by denying his apprcs 
bation to the things proponed and coucluded, though 
moſt cleare, cultomable, and uncontraverted. 

And now ſince his Grace after the preſenting and 
reading of his own commiltion from our ſacred So. 
veraigne,and after his ſccing all our commiſsions from 
Presbyteries and Burghes produced and examined, 
and the aſsembly conſtirute of all the members oy 
unanimous conſent» doth now to our greater gri 
without any juſt cauſe or occaſion offered by us, un- 


expectedly 


TROTESTATION 
expeſtedly depart and diſcharge any further meeting, 
or proceeding in this Aſſembly, under the paine of 
treaſon; and after ſeven dayes ſitting, declare all Acts 
made, or hecteaſtet ro be made in this Aſlembly, tobe 
of no force nor ſtrength; and that for ſuch cauſes as are 
either expreſled in his Maicſtics former proclamations, 
( and ſo are anſwered in our former proteſtations) ot 
ſet downe in the declinatour, and proteſtation preſen- 
ted in name of the Prelats, / hich are fully cleared 
in our anfwere made thcreto) ot elſe were long ſince 
proponed by the Commilsioner his G. in his eleven 
articles or demands fent unto us, before the indiction 
of the Aſſembly (and ſo were ſatis ſied by our anſwers, 
which his Grace acknowledged, by promiſing afrcr 
the recept thereot to procure a tree gencrall Aſ- 
ſembly, with power to detetmine upon ail queſtions, 
anent the members, manner, and matters thereof } all 
which for avoydirg tedioulneſle wee hecre repeat: 
Or otherwiſe the ſa:d cauſes alleadged by the Cum - 
miſhoner, were proponcd by His Grace, in the A.. 
ſemblie- ſuch as firſt, that the Alsemblic retuſcd to 
reade the Declinatour and P roteftation cchibited 
by the Prelats, which neverthelclse was publicklie 
tead and conſidered by the aſsemblie . ummcdiartly 
after the election of a Modcratour and conltiturion 
ot the Members, before the which , there was no 
aſsemblie Ct iblithcd, to whom the lame could hu 2 
been read: Next, that ruling Elders were permitted 
to have voyce in the election of commiltioners from 
Presbyterics, which was knowne to His Grace, be- 
forc the indiction and mceci g of theaſsemvly, and 
is ſo agrceable to the acts and pracrile of this church 
inviolably obſcrved bctore the late times of coup. 
on, 
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don , that not one of the afscmbly doubted thereof , 
to whom by the indiction and promie ot a tree al- 
ſembly, the determination of that queltion, ment the 
members conſtitucit propertic belonged 

And laſt, that the voyces of the fix Alec: 50 
did fit with His Grace, were not atked and numbe- 
red, which we could not conceive to bee any juſt 
cauſe of offence, ſince after 39. Nationall aflcemblics 
of thus refurmed church, where neither the Kings Ma. 
jeſtie, nor any in his name was preſent, at the humole 
and cameſt delire of the al- embly, His Maicſty f gract 
ouſly vouchiated His presence either in His own 
Royal Parſon, or by a commiltioner, not for voting 
or multiplying ot yoyces, but as Princes and K mpe. 
rours of old, in 2 FP: cely manner to countenance 
that meet ing , 2 d to preſide in it for cxternall or. 
der; and it Wee had been honoured with His Miic- 
ſtics Perſonall preſence, His Maicſtic ( acconmay to 
the practice of King James of bleſtcd memorie) 
would have only gwen Is own lud. PINCAT INT Yu ing Of 
matters, and would not have called oth-rs — » had 
not been cloathed with commilson from the church 
to carry things by pluralitic of voyces. 

Therefore in conſcience of our ductie to God and 
his tructh , the King and his honour , the Church 
and her libernes, this Kingdome and her peace, this 
Aſſemblic and her ſrecdome, to our feclves and our 
ſaferic, to our Poſteritie, Perſons and Eſtates, Wee 

rofeſle with forrowtull and heavie, bur loyall hearts; 
hat Wee cannot dillolve this Aflemblic , for the 
reaſons following. 

1. For the reaſons alreadie printed anent the neceſi 
Us of convecning a Geacrall Allemblic, which are 


now 
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now more ſtrorg in this caſe , ſeeing the aſsemblie 
was alteadie indicted by his Maieſties authoritic, did 
conveenc , and is fully conſtitute in all the members 
thereof, according to the Word of GOD , and di- 
ſcipline of this church, in the preſence and audience 
of his Maieſties Commilsioner; who hath rcallic ac- 
knowledgedthe ſame, by aſsiſting therein ſeven dayes, 
and cxhibirtion of His Maieſtics Royall Declaration, 
to bee regiſtrate in the bookes of this aſsemblic , 
which accordingly is done. 

2. For the reaſons contained in the former Pro- 
teſtations made in name of the Noblemen , Barons, 
Burgeſses, Miniſters, and Commons, whereunto We 
doc now iudicially adhere, as alſo unto the Confeſ- 
ſion of Faith and covenant, ſubſcribed and ſworne 
by the body of this Kingdome. 

3. Becauſe as Wee arc obliged by the applicati. 
on and explication ſubioyned neceſsarily to the Con. 
feſsion of Faith ſubſcribed by Us; So the Kings Ma. 
teltic, and his Commiſsioner, and Frivie Councell, 
have urged many of this kingdome to ſubſcribe the 
Conſeſsion of Faith made in aun 1580, and 1590: 
and ſo to returne to the doctrine and diſcipline of 
this Church, as it was thenproteſsed : Bur it isclearg 
by the doctrine and diſcipline of this church, con- 
tained in the booke of Policie then regiltratc in the 
bookes of aſsemblie, and ſubſcribed by the Presby- 
rerics of this church; That it was moſt unlawfull 
in it ſelf, and preiudiciall to theſe priviledges which 
Chriſt in his Word hath left to his church, to diſ- 
ſolve or breake up the aſsemblie ot this church, or 
do ſtoppe and ſtay their proceedings in comſtitut ĩon of 
afts for the wdtare of the church , or execution of 
dilciplune 


— 
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Religion and 4 — 
EE the plcalure of the 


rice. 
4 nibehere fo ol of pretence ei: her 
by AR of Aſlemble , lument, or any pre 


practice , —— the Kirgs Majeſtic may 
Tool, diſſolve the 'Generall Aſſemble of the 
Church of Scoiland, tar leſſe His Majeſties Commiſ- 
Goner, who by his commiſsion hath power to indi 
and keep it , ſccandium legem & praxtm : But upon 
the conrary, His Majeitics prerogative Royall , is 
declared by Act of Parliament, to be nowayes 

_—_ to the priviledges and liberties, which 
h granted to the fpirituall office-bearers , and 
— this Churchʒ which are moſt frequent- 
ratified in Parliaments, and cſpecially in the laſt 
arliament holden by His Maieſtic himſelf, which 
priviledges and liberties of the church, his Maicſty 
will never diminiſh or infringe , being bound to 
maintaine the fame in integritie by folemne oath 
given at His Roya Coronation in this Kingdome. 
3. The Aſſemblies of this Church have fill in- 
joyed this fret dome of uninterrupted fitting, with= 
Our or notwithſtanding any comramand , as is e- 
vident by all the Records thereot ; and in ſpeciall 
by the generall Aſſembly holden in anne 1582. 
which being charged with Ictrers of Horning by 
the Kings Maieſtie his Commiſhoner ard Com- 
= to — their proceſſe againſt Moſter Kober 
ed Biſhop of Glaſgow , or o- 
2 „ diflglve and riſe , lid not withſtanding 
libertic and fxcedome , by W 
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at 2 ** 
titting ſtill, and wichour any itay. goi 2 
— againſt the {aid Nay «wp 
end thercote And thereatter by letter to big 
Maieſtic, did ſhew clearly, how far his Majeftic had 
been uninformed, and upon miſinformation, pre. 
judged the prerogative of Jas Chrift , and the li- 
berties of this Church, and did inat and ordaincs 
that none ſhould procure any ſuch warramt or charge 
under the pain of excommunication. 
6. Becauſe now to diſſolve, after ſo many ſups 
plications and complaints, after ſo many reiterated 
promiſes, after our long attendance. and expectati 
on , after ſo many references of procefles from 
P resbyrcries, aſtet the publick indiction of the AC 
ſemblie , and the ſolemne Faſt appointed for the 
ſame, after frequent convention, formall conſtituti- 
on of the Aſſemblie in all the members thereof s, 
2 dayes ſitting, Yan this act * offend 
» contemne the js petitions , deceive 
many of their conceived hopes of redreſse of the 
calamities of che Church and Kingdome, multiply 
the combuſtio ms of this Church , and make cvcry 
man deſpaite heereafrer cver to ſee Religion eſta. 
bliſhed , Innovations removed , the Subjefts come 
plaine ref] or the offenders puniſhed with 
conſcar of authoritie, and ſo by caſting the church 
looſe and delolate , would abandon both to 


ruine, 

7. It is moſt neceſary to conrime this Afsem 
blie for preveening the prejudic s which y en- 
ſuc upon the pretence of tv Covenants , wheeots 
indeed there is but one . That firſt ſubſcribed ir 
33 90. and 155, being a Nationall — 
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bath to Cod ; which is Leely renewed by Us; 
with that neceſsary explanatioa , which the corru 
ptions introduced fince that time contrary to the 
ſame , inforced : which is allo a knuwledged by 
the AR of councell in September lait , declaring 
the ime to bee ſubſcribed . as it was meaned the 
time of the firſt iubicription: A d therefore for 
xgemoning that ſhame , and all preivdices which 
may tollow upon the ſhow of two different cove- 
nants and confcſsions of Faith in one Nation, The 
Aſsemblie cannot dilsolve , before it trye , finde 
and determine. that boch theſe covenants, ate but 
one and the ſelle fame covenant : The latter re- 
newed by Us , agreeing to the true genuine ſenſe 
and meaning of the firſt , as it was ſubſcribed in 
anno 1580. 

For th:ſc and many other reaſons „ Wee the 
Members of this aſscmblie , in our one name, 
and in the name of the Kirk of Scotland , whom 
Wee reprelent 3 and Wee Noblemen , Barons, 
Gentlemen , Miniſters, Burgeſles , and Commons 
before mentioned, doe olemncly declare in the 
preſence of the evetliving God, and before all men 
And proteſt , 

1. That our thoughts are not guiltie of any thing 
which is not incumbent to us, as good Chriſtians 
towarces God , and loyall Subjects rowardes our 
ſacred Soveraigne, | 

2. Thar all the Proteſtatiqns generall or parti- 
cular» ptoponod or to bee proponed by the com- 
anifs,oncr lus Grace, or the Prelares and their adhe- 
rents, may bee preſentlic diſcuſſed before this gene- 
call Allcmblic, being the higheſt Eccleſiaſticall udi- 
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Satoric of this kingdome : and that his Grace del 
Hart dot till the ſame be done, 


3- That the Lord commiſ-ioner depart not till 
this Aſsemblie do fully ſettle the ſolide peace of 
this church,cognoſcing and examinĩngthe corruptiony 
introduced upon the doctrine and dilciplnerhereot z 
and for attaining hereot , and removing all iu ex- 

tions which. may bee taken at our proccedings , 
we atteſt GOD the leircher of all hearts, chat our 
intentions, and whale proceedings in this preſcne 
aſsemblie, have beene, are, and ſh Il be accordimg to 
the word of GOD thelawes and conſtitutions of this 
church, the confeſsion of taich; our nationall oath, 
and tht meaſure of light, which GOD che father cf 
light ſhall grant us, and that in the ſincetitie of out 
hearts, without any preoccupation or paſs ion. 

4. Thatif th: Commilsioner his Grace depart and 
leave this church and kingdome in this preſent difz 
order, and diſcharge this aſsemblie, that it is both 
lawfull and neceſſarie for Us to fit ſtill and conti- 
nue in keeping this preſent Allemblic; indicted by 
His Majeſtic, ti!] we have trycd, judged, cenſured 
all the bygone evils, and the introuuctors, and pro- 
vided a ſolide courie for continueing Gods trueth 
in this land with puritie and liberties according to 
his Word, our onh and Confeffion of Faith, and 
tlie lawful] conſtiturions of this C'urh; and that 
with the grace of God, Weeand every one of Us 
adheri to , ſhall fir ſtill and continue in 
this Aſſemblie, till after the finall ſettling and con- 
cluſion of vll matters, it be diſſolved by common 
conſent of all the members thereof. 

5+ That dus Aſſemblie is and ſhould be eſtes 
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ined and obeyed, as a moſt lawfull, full and free 
generall Aſſemblie of this Kingdome: And that all 
acts, ſentences, conſtirurions, cenſures and procee- 
dings of this Allemblic, are in the ſelf, and ſhould 
be reputed, obeyed and obſerved by all the Subjects 
of this Kingdome, and members ot this Churcn, as 
the actions, ſeatences , conſtitutions, cenſures and 
proceedings of a full and free generall Aſſemblie of 
this Church of Scotland, and to have all ready ex- 
ecution, under the Ecclemaſticall paines contained, 
or to bee contained therein, and conforme thereto 
in all points. 

6. That whatſoever inconvenience fall out, by 
impeding, molcſting , or ſtaying the free — 
fitting, reaſoning, or concluding of this preſent 
ſemblic, ia matters belonging to their judicatorie, 
by the word of God, lawes & practice of this Church, 
and the confeſſion of taith, ot in the obſcrving and o- 
bey ing the acts, ordinances and concluſions thereof, 
ot execution to follow thereupon: Thar the ſame be 
not impured unto Us, or any of Us, who moſt ardent- 
lie defired the concurrance of his Maieſt ie Commiſ- 
ſioner to this lawfull Aſſembly But upon the conttare, 
that the Prelats and their adherentes, who have pro- 
teſted and declined this preſent Aſſemblie, in con- 
ſcience of their o en 2 nat dareing o hide 
any legall try il, and by their miſi arm tion have 
moved the = mer his Crace to dep rt and 
diſcharge this Aſſembly, bee eſteemed repute and 
holden the Diſturbers of the Perce, and Over- 
throwers of the Lihertics of th. Chvct, and guile 
tie of all the evils which ſh Il follow heere pn. 
and condigncly cemured; according to the — 
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neſſe of their faut. and Act of che Church ant 
Realme: And to this end. Wee againe and againe 
doc by theſe preſents cire and ſummond them, and 
every one of them, to compeere before this pre- 
ſent generall Aſſembly , to anſwere to the premiſe 
ſes, and to give in their reaſons, defences, and an- 
ſweres againſt the complaints given in, or to bee 
given in againſt them, and to heare probation led, 
and ſentence pronounced againſt them, and con- 
forme to our former citations. and according to 
Iuſtice, with certification as effeirs. Like as by theſe 

reſents Wee ſummond and cite all thoſe of His 
Majeſtics Councell or any other, who have procu- 
red, conſcnted, ſubſcribed , or ratified this preſent 
Proclamation , to bee teſponſable to His Majeſtie 
and three Eſtates of Parliament , for their counſcll 

iven in this matter, ſo highly importing His Ma. 
jeſtic, and the whole Realme , conforme to the 
12. Act, King James 4. Parliament 2. And pro- 
teſt for remcdie of law againſt them, and cvery * 
one of them: 

7. Ard laſtly Wee proteſt, that as Wee adhere 
to the former Proteſtations all and every one of 
them, made in the name of the Noblemen , Ba- 
your, Gentlemen , eMiniflirs , Burghes , and (Con- 
ment ; So ſeeing Wee arc ſurprited by the Com- 
miſſioner his Graces ſuddaine departing, farre con- 
trary to His Majeſties indiction, and our expecta- 
tion, Wee may extend this our Protcſtation , and 
adde more reaſons thercunto in greater length and 
number, whereby Wee may fully cleare before 
God and man, the equitic of our intentions , and 
lawtulncſſe of our proceedings 3 And you tO 
whole 
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whole premiſſes the toreſaids perſons for themſelves} 
and in name aforeſaid Alen ruments. This 

was done in the high Church of Glaſgow, in 
licke audience of the Alscmblie, begun in preſence 
af the Commiſhoner his Grace , who removed 
and refuſed to heare the fame to the end, The 

twentie eight day of November: and up- 

on the Mercate Crofze of Glaſgow, * 

The twentie ninth da f 
the ſaid monerh, The 
yeare of GOD, 
1638. 
reſßectivd. 
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